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Reverend Sir, | 


Receiv*d your Letter in \ Vinditation of OY Bln for ec 
1 the Tranſlations of Biſhops; and ve welten At oe: _ 
- not only for the fake of its  Vindicarc of the Bill, but alſo for 
its pr 1 with (what I 7 x true Copy of the Bill 1 it 
ſelf, which has undergone many ae er preſentatibns. 
Having read and conſidered h the Bill» and your Vindication 
thereof, 1 give you here, in a very free and Friendly manner, ſuitable 
to our intimacy, my Opinion of both. 

I doubt not but this Bill was deviſed for the gogd both of ohe 
Church and State; and I doubt not but, if it were paſſed Tg din | 
a great meaſure anſwer the ends, for which it was well gned.. 
And yet, as you report the Bill in your Letter, I muſt profeſs ns 
diſlike to it, and to the very Title of it. 

What T diſlike i in the Bin! is, the Additional hiſs, 9 you 
fay, is now Part of the Bill,) infetted, one would thin b 
cunning Adverſary, on purpole. to kinder its paſſin was. fas . 
perhaps that fuch a Gauss S ond help being in forne at leaſt of) 
che Biſhops to conſent to tlie Bill : But tis much more certain, that 
it has hindered the Majority of the Commons from coming in to it; 
and that too for good reaſons, viz. Becauſe the Matter of that, 
Clauſe is: very impertinent to the Bill, its Form is very Abſurd, and 
Unreaſonable; and its Fendincy, if (not its Au) to deſtroy the Bill 
an and grievouſly offenſive to moſt of che Diſſenters, and their 
AVOUrersS; = 
1. The Mwterof that clauſe is ve impe ertinent gh the Bill: For 
What has the Qualification of CivikO Top to d WI th the * 

tion of Biſhops? Or how in the World do's t ret 880 
removing mne concern the e of Tayors, e Sun 
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the Teſt for Civil Officers may either be repealed, or altered, or 


eontinued, without any manner of relation to Biſhops being tran- - 


ſlated, or not tranſlated. Nor do I fee any reaſon, why this Clauſe 
ſhould not as properly be tacked. to.a Bill for making the River 
We Navigable, as to this for preventing the Tranſlation of 


2. The Form of thisiclauſe is Abſurd and Uareafonable: For what 


ſenſe or reaſon is there, in making void and null whatever is acted 


by any Officer, after his going toaMeeting? What infinite confuſion 
would this breed? Suppoſe a new Juſtice of Peace to have received 
the Sacrament, on Whit-Suxday,'to qualify himſelf for the execution 
of that Office; and the next Sanda in the Afternoon to go privily, 
and in diſguiſe, to a Conventicle ; and thenceforth to give War- 
rants, and Commiſſions, &c. for a Whole year, before his going 
to the Meetings be diſcovered, and proved: mult all thoſe Acts of 
his, and all the Conſequences thereof be reverſed? muſt all the 
Felons, and Highwaymen he has committed, be releaſed ? 'Ts this 


the ſenſe of that Additional Clauſe ? If this be not its meaning, IL 
da not underſtand it; and if it be, it muſt needs be acknowled 


ig 
ed 


3. The third Obſervation, That this Clauſe is-offenſive to the 
Diffenters and their Favourers, needs no confirmation, becauſe it ſo 
evidently tends to abridge their Liberty, and to hinder People 
from coming to them. I do not ſay that the Bill is ever the worſe 
for having a Clauſe in it, which do's not: pleaſe tlie Diſſenters, or 
their Favourers; But I do fay, that. *tis the more unlikely to paſs for 


to be a very wile contrivance. 


having ſuch a Clauſe : And therefore that the Friends of the Bill 


ſhould ſtrike out the Clauſe. . For the Bill it ſelf, as it was at firſt” 


brought into the Houſe, was ſuch; as tlie Diſſenters could no ways 


chink themſelves concerned:to obſtruct; or.rather, the Sincere Part: 
af them, as Friends to the Common intereſt of Religion, could not 
hut approve of it: But when it comes at laſt with a fetch at Them, 
they. and their Friends preſently ſtruggle againſt it, and this is the: 
reaſon why it did not readily paſs the Houſe of Commons. oY 

Having ſhewn you what I diſlike in the Bill, I am in the net 


> 


Place to give you my objection againſt the Title of it, (which again 


i*therefore difapprove, becauſe I apprehend it to be obſtructive to 
che rational and good part of the Bill) and tis this, That it is urig 


n 


IZA — 


ſed; 1 But for the Pr efervation of the Protoſs Radic e h 
Proteſtant Religion is a name 


you ſee is an angry re 


a wide extent now, and there are 
on one hand a great many who pretend to be the greateſt Advocates 
for the Proteſtant Religion, who hate altBiſhops, and cannot endure 
the Crofier, whether fixt, or moving; but think it would be moſt 
for the intereſt of the Proteſtant” Religion, to have all Biſhopsremo- 


ved once for all, not from one See to another,- but from every one to- 


none. And therefore they cannot but be diſguſted at your calling 


ſach a Bill as this, A Bill for the preſervation of the Proteſtant Re? 
ligion; As if, fay they, the fixing of Biſhops, | or keepiug Men from 


ever looking'1 into our Churches, were means to preſerve the Proteſtant 
Religion Wlerefore again eo nomine thoſe People oppoſe it. And 
you know the Church of England Men on the orher hand are nor 
fond of ſo looſe a name as that of the Proteſtant Religion. But if y 


dan perſwade Sir J. P. to diſmiſs the added Clauſe, helllthen have 


no occaſion for that part of the Title which gives diſtaſt.. 

Thus, Sir, you have my thoughts of the Bill as it now ſtands, and 
is like to ſtand, for it will never go forward tilit be disburdened ef 
this luggage which hangs at its tail. 390x250 
In your Letter there is ſomething wanting ich Ithink cou 
mo been in it, and fomeriung i in it whichT'm lureſhoutd-have 8 
leit out. 

1. That — ſhould have Hume left out; is your ſeverenefioions 
upon a certain Biſſiop whom you: ſuppoſe to be in expectatiomof æ 
Remove to the Dioceſe of ¶Morceſten. Nowe whatever that Preſatæk 
expects ſuch a remove (if removes may be) is nombre thamẽhat 
almoſt all Men that know him, think he very welt deſerves Ho - 
ever *tis unmerciful to upbraid him (as you thly do) with a ſuppoſed 
former looſneſs, when you cannot but own his preſent, and lata 


Converſation at leaſt to be Grave and 1 anchto talk f 


his being fitter perhaps to ſuperviſe Vouth, than to Govern another 
Dioceſe, becauſe, torſooth, he can make allowances for their frolicks; - 
Sc. is nothing but invidious nonſence: For what has he todd- 
with the Superviſing of Youth where he now-its? You-knowr tus - 
Lordſhip's buſineſs there iswithMen, and-with Men of as much Wile” 
dom, Gravity and-Lear — as there are in any other Dioeeſe. I 
mark upon What · deſerves to gm mer” 


next is a more Friendly one. 


EE That which I think there ſhoul have been mort in yout Laster. 


is A fuller Declaration and proof of the Benefits which muſt neceſſa- 


{| -rily accrue both co Church and State, from an AR to incapacitate 
y hint that by thi 


Iſt B-—js, to. be tranilated.- Indeed you 1 
means their Votes will be render'd more free, and thereſdre more 
uſeful in Parliament; and that they will be no longer under ſuch 
violent temptations, (as lately) to fay backward and forward, as 
fame of them are too well known to have done to their Everlaſting 
Infamy. But this I think you ſhould have more than hinted, and 
habe given ſeveral notorious inftances (as I know you could) ofthoſe 
| Travellers: blowing hot and cold with the fame breath. Here 1 
{ havemuch ado to forbear them, but however for their Characters 
| fake Iwill, in hopes that this Bill may paſs without expoſing them 
any farther. | But for a further proof of the advantage which fuch a 
Bill would be to the Church, give me leave to take notice here of 
What you have either paſſed by unobſerved, or have but lightly 
. . 17.0 35.01 100 BANERSSO G4 
That when Biſhops are ſettled for Life upon their Biſhopricks, 
if : theywillvery: probably mind their Cures better than otherwiſe they 
| can he expected to do. While a Man lives in reſtleſs expectation of 
an Elder Brothers Death, it will be one of his chiefeft concerns to 
{ keep up and inlarge, if he can, his intereſt at Court, and with all 
great Perſons related thereto: He muſt make frequent Vifits and 
Entertainments, and take good carè to hold a fair correſpondence 
both in Town and Country, that he may not daſni his Fortunes a- 
bove hy making wrong fteps, or difobliging any Party which sin 
fauour. And to this end he mutt be very courteous, and eafy in 
his preſent See, and mighty tender in his diſcipline, that he may be 
{ure not to get any ill words from any quarter. If there happen to 
be any Scandalous Clergy-Men, or other notorious Cafes in his 
+ © diſtrict, he muſt be Deaf and Blind to all ſuch matters, for fear of 
provoking any Body, leſt the punifhed ſhould ſtudy revenge, and 
by one means or other throw ina rub at the vacancy. He has little 
leaſure to acquaint himſelf with his Clergy, to conſult with and ad- 
'  moniſh; and encourage them, and is fo far from labouring to re- 
form His Dioceſe, that he cannot inquire into the State of it, nur 
endlure to hear Complaints, becauſe there may be danger in re- 
dreſſing them. And yet in fuch moſt foul and fatal neglect he en. 
dieavours to fatisfy himſelf with his having a daily Proſpect of being 
removed: And why therefore ſhould he trouble himſelf and others 
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Wien a 110 B which he is not likely 
vn yo there pay Fs to fee reformed *' A8 Tier 


worth his while to repair or furniſh his Palace for the kime he Th 
tends to live in it;fo neither is it material to make a buſtle A 
Neighbours for fo long long as he means to be with them. He's to keep 
this Flock, hong an onder 614 Man go's off the Hint; and therefore, 
if there de any vor Seabbed Streep among | them, hen cen 
leave them 13 50 Gelten by the next Cn ob keep; his owe ,- 
Fingers out of the Far Pot: That this is too often ſo in fact need 
not (I fear) be proved; however I had rather prevent this for the 
future by taking away all oceaſions of Mens prefuming upon a re- 
move, than expoſe thoſe faults of this kind which there will be a. 
mongſt Biſhops, ſo Jong as they have fuch a farrher dependence as 
Tranflation. - he thing only 1 have to ſuggeſt, upon the Point of 
| Dilapidation ;, You. —. the Cuſtom of forme Churelies' is, for the: . 
Prebendaries e Horſes, whereas in orfters they are fd. 
Now, look through-the Catliedrals of England, and you will find, 
believe, that eo dwelling Houſes are there beſt in repair, where 
the Prebendaries ſtick to them. And ſo Would it be in the Biſhops. 
Palas too; they would be berter kept up, if they did not ſo ollen ; 
exchangr their Owners. 1 
The intolerable ſpoĩl w icli is oben made upon the Tempo! ties 
of the poorer Biſhoprieks by their tranſiem Incumbents, you have: 
welk remarked ; and T wiſh ĩt eould not juſtly; be farther Bevel, | 
That thoſe expectants, not eontert to malte more than the beſt of 
what they have, do often caſt a wiſhfut Eye too upon what they are 
in queſt of, and puſh very hard againſt the 1045 Commandment, .. 
if nor break throught, - "The Expecter is very apt t&rhink the ld 
Man lives too long, Parr ante-abens Patrios mquirit in amar: Aud 
then how hard Is it for a Man to-have any good” Blood in His. 
Heart for one, who outlives his Expectation, and keeps him out of 


the Poſſeſſion of bis Wifhes And on the other and, how Natural 8 


it for the Predeceſſtr to loo back wirkt more Tndignation than 

Charity upon him who thus treads upon his heels, and Is ready to 
puſh him off the Stage, before he comes to tlie end ofir! Indeed tis» 
pity. that Biſhops foul be rhus exerciſing one  anothers-Patience; 
And yet how often is it 6? And how 'often (if the truth were 
known) has the honeſt Old Gentleman at Winzcheſfter been wiſhed * 
in his Grave! And what fears be there, leſt his . ſhould” 
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N. 0 but he may alſo ſee another r Vacancy. at at S— 
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if | than three Wives, and all tlie work he makes with them. 
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is as rank a Socinian as any i 
1 hurchi-man. | 
hom they Voted for; They were not aw: 


| there are 4x 
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00 on his ſitle; and 
Jive. to pass this Bill againſt 


*rainlyſuch an Ac would mor tify the preſent Incumbent hers e 


Four Letter, viz. "That, fnce Jou: thought fit to 


A Character of Sir J. P. Vou ſhould likewiſe have! Fo | Þ : 
ill out. 


of his Rival, who. endeavours to throw both him 5 ale B 

of the Farliament-Houſe. You. therefore, in Juſtice both to the 
Bil, and its Author, might have informed the World, or „ 
thok Clergy: Men who were great,Sticklers the laſt Election o for chat... 
Gentleman, againſt Sir J. P. at they ought not to ſet up one WwWuhs 


Doubtleſs Toe. Reverend Perſons did not k 


e, (by their Intereſt) who utterly. je hwy the Divi- 
Ht 0 f their Saviour, and makes a meer jeſt of their great Comforter. 

muſt. preſume that neither you, nor they 1 this of lim, or if 
1 had, that neither they woul 14 have Voted . for him, nor you have 
Hiled to have taken this opportunity to inform them. And Fer 
in that Dioceſe, whom I know not how. to {| 


gnorant of 
thers, I doubt, who. muſt be conſcious in ſome meaſure to this Thus 
2285 Hereſy: But 'tis like, his Scotch Parſon may be under the in- 
chantment of a farther Proſpect; and then we know/ there's no re 


medy, he muſt connive, or believe, or do, as he's bid, that ſo, by 
1 his Patron firſt, he may make wa to a Tranſlation — 0 


1 5 


himſelf in time to ſomething better than his preſent N 
And thus, Sir, I have given you my Opinion both of Sir 
and your Letter, and I hope yo 


ſign 
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s thing; there's his own Pariſh Prieſt, and — 5 


u'll pardon the freedom I werken = 
7 with bots! in conſideration, t "at of hearnly.approve, of the main De- 

P 855 Sf uſe your utmoſt intereſt in the County to continue | 
your worthy Member in the Houſe of COB 4 a6 1 n deu 1 
| bee do op dg in Tonen 0 Py | 
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